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Mikaela Shiffrin (USA) wins the SkiWorldCup Kronplatz and is crowned
“Princess of the Erta”. Italy’s Marta Bassino finishes third.

With a brilliant first run performance Mikaela Shiffrin beats Tessa Worley (FRA) by 1''39, laying
the foundation for an astonishing victory in the second run. Italy’s Marta Bassino catches up to an
amazing third place, equalling her result of 2017. First edition’s winner Federica Brignone finishes
6th. A crowd of 15.000 attended the race in San Vigilio di Marebbe-Kronplatz with great
enthusiasm, enjoying a great show on a perfect track under a sunny sky. 

Mikaela Shiffrin’s first run was one to be remembered, with the current World Cup leader
dominating thanks to a flawless performance with bib 5. None of her rivals manage to keep up:
Tessa Worley (FRA), who finished 2nd on the Erta race of 2017, is beaten by 1''39, followed by a
very strong Petra Vlhova of Slovakia by 1''42. The very first “Princess of the Erta” Federica
Brignone, who also finished third last year, was not able to turn her bib 1 into gold this year
finishing 6th by 1''61. The previous snowfalls might have had an impact on her race. Marta
Bassino’s results after the first run were more promising. After her third place in 2017, she finished
4th by 1''47, with no limits for further improval in the second run. Francesca Marsaglia finishes
14th, local hero Karoline Pichler from Monte San Pietro also qualifies for the second run finishing
19th by a deficit of 3''15. The following “Azzurre” did not qualify for the second run: Laura
Pirovano (36th by 4''23), Luisa Bertani (37th by 4''24), Lara Della Mea (45th by 4''70) and
newcomer Elisa Platino from Merano (50th by a deficit of 5''86). Roberta Melesi did not finish the
first run. 
The suspense rises at the second run, with Marta Bassino attacking from her 4th place, Federica
Brignone from the 6th and Mikaela Shiffrin as close to the crown as ever after having failed both
previous dates at Kronplatz. Italian Karoline Pichler is the first to surprise the great audience in San
Vigilio di Marebbe with her promising second run with a temporary second place, finishing with a
remarkable 16th place. Francesca Marsaglia finishes 14th reconfirming her constant level in both
runs. Last year’s winner Viktoria Rebensburg leaps from 7th to the 5th final position. The current
GS leader Federica Brignone finishes 6th and has to come to terms with a deficit of 2''36. Then
Marta Bassino shows up: After having finished 3rd in 2017, 4th in 2018 and 4th after the first run as



well, she manages to finish third thanks to a smooth but determined course, reach the podium and
confirm her position after Petra Vlhova of Slovakia fails to repeat the first run’s good performance.
Tessa Worley and Mikaela Shiffrin finish second and first. The world’s best skier finally leaves a
golden trace on the Erta – a slope she did not always get along with. 

Final results:

1) Mikaela Shiffrin USA       2:04.75
2) Tessa Worley FRA            2:05.96   +1.21
3) Marta Bassino ITA            2:6.32     +1.57
4) Petra Vlhova SVK             2:6.81     +2.06
5) Viktoria Rebensburg GER 2:07.06   +2.31 

Statements:

Mikaela Shiffrin USA
“I finally managed to finish the race on this fantastic slope and even win. My first run was probably
my best ever, so for the second I focussed on good skiing rather than thinking of how to manage the
lead. This tactic proved right. Also, the course setting was amazing: After skiing through the first
few gates, I caught myself thinking WOW!”

Tessa Worley FRA
“I am very happy with my results on this course today. As usual, you need to compromise between
both runs in order to make a great result. I’ve had a good second run, considering Mikaela’s
astonishing first run. It went well for me, the slope was perfect and the deficit is relative in that
case.”

Marta Bassino ITA
“I finally made it back to the podium after a long time, exactly here, in front of this stratospheric
audience. It definitely is one of the strongest emotions I had this season, it’s been an amazing day. I
started the second run with a free mind and seeing the green colour in the finish area was a relief. 

Willi Kastlunger – OC President 
“Third strike! It’s been a memorable event again, with wonderful weather, a great atmosphere with
15.000 visitors and the amazing enthusiasm among the volunteers who always support us. The
athletic performances on this course deserve all our sport fans’ respect. Thank you all and see you
soon”

Men’s GS European Cup on Thursday on the Erta slope
The ladies’ Ski World Cup is not the only big skiing event to take place on the Plan der Corones:
On Thursday, January 17th, the Erta will welcome the next chapter of the European Cup with the
men’s giant slalom, reviving its tradition as a challenging race track, ever since the slope was
finished. Alexander Ploner, Florian Eisath and Kalle Palander are prominent names among the
winners of the past editions. The European Cup will be screened on Rai Sport from 9.45 and 12.45.
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